Landing of Equiano cable extends WIOCC's wholesale offering in
South Africa
•

The arrival in South Africa of Google’s state-of-the-art, 144Tbps, 12 fibre pair Equiano cable
will have a direct impact on connectivity throughout the Southern Africa region, resulting in
faster internet speeds, reduced internet prices and improved user experience.

WIOCC's commitment to delivering a market-leading portfolio of wholesale services, based on
strategic investment in subsea and terrestrial digital infrastructure, has been further demonstrated
with the arrival in South Africa, on 8 August 2022, of Google's Equiano cable.
WIOCC is a key partner in Equiano, landing the cable in Lagos, Nigeria, and owning a full fibre pair on
the system. Partnering in bringing Equiano to Africa is further reinforcing WIOCC's ability to support
its clients in extending their reach and capability across Southern Africa.

WIOCC Group CEO Chris Wood commented: “Having invested multiple billions of Rand to enhance
our 16Tbps-ready, Optical Transport Network-enabled national hyperscale network infrastructure1,
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WIOCC’s network infrastructure in South Africa comprises a 16Tbps-ready hyperscale national
network, scaled for circuits up to 100Gbps; extensive metropolitan area coverage that includes

we are extremely well positioned to provide businesses with access to fully upgradeable, quickly and
easily scalable capacity throughout South Africa and into neighbouring countries, over one of the
most future-proof networks in the country.”
As a fibre pair owner, WIOCC’s Equiano capacity is upgradable fully under its own control. WIOCC
owns and manages its own Submarine Line Terminating Equipment (SLTE), choosing to light and
upgrade its capacity exactly as it wishes to meet the needs and demands of its clients.
WIOCC’s Equiano capacity will be extended into a new Open Access Data Centres (OADC - a WIOCC
Group company) facility currently undergoing fit-out in Rondebosch, Cape Town, where clients can
interconnect with terrestrial infrastructure providers, cloud networks, partners, suppliers and other
ecosystem members.
OADC has been extremely active in South Africa, where it recently announced it will have three new
core data centres (DCs) – one in Johannesburg and two in Cape Town - live by the end of Q3 2022.
These three core DCs are integral to OADC’s unique, core-to-edge, open-access DC offering, which
currently includes another core DC, OADC Durban, and 25 (growing over the next 9 months to over
100) up to 150kW OADC EDGE DCs offering colocation, rooftop access and high-speed network
interconnectivity between facilities at up to 100Gbps and on multiple routes for diversity.
WIOCC’s Chris Wood added: “Our investment in Equiano continues our long-standing policy of
making strategic investments in subsea cables. We own almost a third of the >10Tbps EASSy system,
which extends from South Africa along Africa’s eastern coastline to Djibouti and Port Sudan; we
deliver more capacity than any other carrier on the WACS system, which links South Africa to
western Europe and lands in many countries along the west coast of Africa; and we are a member of
the 2Africa cable, which will bring another high-capacity connectivity option to Africa during
2023/24.”
Services available from WIOCC in South Africa include high-quality Carrier IP Transit (IPT), point-topoint national connectivity and high-performance Metro Connect, and open access colocation
services in specific locations – through WIOCC Group company Open Access Data Centres. In each
case, solutions can be tailored to meet clients’ specific requirements and are backed by first-class
support - which includes WIOCC’s highly-responsive Client Champions who are available 24x7x365.
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WIOCC is the leading player in the deployment of carrier-scale, future-proofed network infrastructure
into Africa. We have the flexibility and scale to meet the ever-growing demand for reliable, high-speed
capacity throughout Africa, driven by end consumers, enterprise users and the ecosystem that
supports them.
Our policy of continual investment in our network to create Africa’s first, truly hyperscale network
infrastructure means ongoing investment for growth, ensuring our readiness to meet the future data
volume demands of end users throughout Africa.

Bloemfontein, Cape Town, Durban, East London, Johannesburg, Pretoria and Port Elizabeth; 106
National PoPs and 28 Metro PoPs.

Operating exclusively as a wholesaler, we have revolutionised the delivery of high-capacity
connectivity between Africa and the rest of the world. Widely recognised as Africa’s carriers’ carrier,
we offer carriers, content providers, cloud operators, ISPs and mobile operators reliable, seamless,
high-capacity connectivity between more than 30 African countries and key global financial and
commercial centres.
Our focus on building and maintaining strong, long-term relationships with each client enables us to
develop bespoke solutions that meet their current requirements and have the capability to match
future demands for growth, extra resilience and geographical expansion.

